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SUBJECT: BOURGUIBA POSTPONES VISIT TO ITALY 

1. LOCAL PRESS JUNE 9 PUBLISHED MIN FORAFF COMMUNIQUE STATING 
PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA HAD ASKED THAT HIS STATE VISIT TO ITALY, 

SCHEDULED TO BEGIN JUNE 12, BE POSTPONED. ITALIAN PRESIDENT HAD 
ADHERED TO REQUEST " WITH DEEP REGRET ", COMMUNIQUE STATES THAT VISIT 
WILL BE HELD LATER AT DATE STILL TO BE DETERMINED BY MUTUAL 
AGREEMENT. 

2. ACCORDING TO TAP ( OFFICIAL TUNISIAN PRESS SERVICE), 

REASON FOR POSTPONEMENT IS BOURGUIBA' S DESIRE TO PERMIT ITALIAN 
AUTHORITIES TO GIVE FULL ATTENTION TO POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC 
SITUATION IN ITALY. TAP NOTES THAT MAJORITY PARTY, CHRISTIAN 
DEMOCRATS, ARE HOLDING 12 TH PARTY CONGRESS, WHICH COULD LEAD TO 
IMPORTANT CHANGES. THEREFORE, WOULD BE BETTER TO HOLD VISIT LATER IN 
" APPROPRIATE ATMOSPHERE". 

3. PRESS ALSO ANNOUNCED THAT IN SPITE OF POSTPONEMENT 

OF ITALIAN VISIT. BOURGUIBA WILL VISIT GENEVA AS SCHEDULED JUNE 19 
AND GIVE SPEECH AT CONFERENCE OF ILO. 
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